
Our Mission 

Family of God in Christ Ministry (FoG) is a mission church of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) in 
Southwest Detroit serving the homeless, addicted and poor with the love of Christ, bringing hope to a place of 
hopelessness and despair. Our mission is to bring the transformative power of the Gospel into broken lives and 
assist them in breaking free from bondage. 

Family of God 

Located at:  7354 Whittaker, Detroit, MI  48209 

Mailing address:   

    P.O. Box 801, Mount Clemens, MI  48043 

Phone:  586-722-3996 

Website:  www.fogdetroit.com 

Facebook: Family of God in Christ Ministry, Inc. 

Weekly Schedule 

Sunday Afternoon service at 3:00 PM followed by dinner. 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday night Bible Study at 6:30 PM* 

Thursday Night Women's Group at 6:00 PM* 

Friday Night Men's Group at 6:00 PM* 

*All meals served first then followed by Bible Study and Prayer 

Twenty-five of us went to Greenfield Village the last 

week of August. There were 11 chaperones and 14 kids. 

Everyone had a splendid time.  

Kids rode the train, the Model T’s and 

the carousel. They loved the carousel! 

Apparently, so did the chaperones 

and Pastor.  

My personal highlight was 

watching four inner-city kids, who 

think they are macho, encounter 

a dairy cow. They were brave 

enough to hold grass out for the 

cow and she took it gratefully. But 

when she stuck out her long 

tongue licked the salt off of 

Justin’s arms, it was sheer panic! 

The cow for an encore, raised it’s 

head and sprayed them with 

mucous from her nostrils. 

Thanks  to all the 

chaperones and to 

those who underwrote 

this expedition. 

We had lunch and a devotion led by Vicar Tyler. 



 

 

 

Earnest Hemingway was once challenged by friends at dinner to write a short story using only six words. The 

bet was for $10. Hemingway pulled over a napkin and wrote these words: "For sale. Baby shoes. Never used." 

His friends paid up. 

There are many six-word stories that encompass our ministry. I spent an hour and came up with 25.  I am no 

Hemingway, but here it goes: 

1. My child won’t talk to me. 

2. My son died of an overdose. 

3. My cancer is no longer treatable. 

4. There’s a warrant out for me. 

5. I can’t take this pain anymore. 

6. There’s no food in the house. 

7. I’m fine, I just fell down. (battered 

women) 

There are others that come up frequently: 

8. Where was God in all this? 

9. God does not love me anymore. 

10. God can’t forgive me my sins. 

A part of the answer lies in the testing of 

our faith. The usual answer from a FoG person is "God wants to know how strong our faith is." Sounds good, but 

it is false. If God doesn’t already know the shallowness or depths of our faith, then He is not God. 

We, and our neighbors, need to know the strength (or weakness) of our faith. If our lives were a constant 

stream of blessings, without challenges or adversity, if our faith was never tested, we would be poor shadows of 

who we are called to be. 

It is the testing of our faith, yes and failure, that we learn to grow strong. It’s in adversity that we learn who we 

are at the core and who our Savior is. Samuel Beckett wrote: "Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail 

better." He wasn’t writing about faith, but life. To make it more Christian let's try: "Ever tried. Ever failed. NO 

MATTER. Try harder. Fail again. Fail better. NO MATTER. Christ never fails me." 

So…what is your six word story? 

  

 

Fourteen, adults, confirmation 

aged children and babes. Babies 

are everywhere at Family of God 

lately. From left to right, Brandi 

(Tyler’s fiancé) holding Heru; 

Pastor holding Joshua and 

Amanda holding Toby. Toby’s not 

baptized (yet).  


